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undertherose

AblyassistedbyJonGagan(bass,keyboard),whoalsoproducedtheCD,finding
justtherighttexturesandcontextstoilluminatethisuniquepairing,andBarrett
Martin(percussion),thesetwomusicalmastersbringafreshperspectivetoflamenco
thatechoesitsdistantpastwhileperhapsanticipatingitsfuture.Whetherplaying
incallandresponse(TheCoin),weavingtwolinestogetherinarhythmicdance
(AStormApproaches),experimentingwithelectronicembellishments(Returnto
Andalusia),orhewingclosertotradition(UndertheRose)—AlHajandLiebert
displayararemusicalsimpatíathatbridgesculturesandgenres.

Thiscollectionof10tracks—allcollaborativelycomposedbythefourplayers—
offersadeep-soothingbalmforthelistener.Fromthemostenergetictothemost
profoundlycontemplative,eachtracktakestheearsonashort,refreshingjourney
thatreaffirmsmusic’smagicalpowersandthevirtuosityofthese
splendidmusicians.

Butitdoesmore,aswell.AllnetproceedsfromthisCDwillbedonatedbyUR
MusictoDirectAidIraq(www.directaidiraq.org)insupportofitsheroicefforts
torestorehopeforthetensofthousandsofIraqichildrenwhoseliveshavebeen
devastatedbyviolence,whetherthroughthelossofhomeorfamilyorthrough
injuryanddisability.

UndertheRose,then,offersadeeplysatisfyingexperienceforthelistener,the
knowledgethateachofuscanmakeadifference,andthehopethatwecanalllive
inaworldfreefromfearandviolenceandoverflowingwithcompassion.

—MelMinter

ThedeepandsoulfulsoundofSpanishflamencoisrootedinauniqueseriesof
historicaleventsandculturaloverlapsthatstretchacrosscenturies,reachingfrom
IndiatotheNewWorld—nonemoreimportantthantheMoorishconquestof
theIberianPeninsulaintheeighthcentury.

EarlyintheMoors’reign,anillustriousIraqioudplayer,Ziryab,fledBaghdadin
fearforhislife,asthestorygoes,andmigratedtoCórdoba,aculturalcenter
ofAl-Andalus(Andalusia).Hebroughtwithhimaprofoundmusicalheritageand
ahostofinnovationsthatlaidthefoundationforSpanishmusic.Amongmanyother
things,heinitiatedanevolutionaryprocessthatledtothedevelopmentofthemod-
ernflamencoguitar.

Thecirclehascomeroundagain,andanotherillustriousIraqioudplayer,Rahim
AlHaj,hasfledpoliticaltyrannyinBaghdad,carryingwithhimanancientmusical
heritageandaheadfullofinnovativeideas.Amongthoseideasishisdetermination
toengageplayersacrossawiderangeofmusicalgenrestoexplorethe
commonlanguageofmusic,whichreflectsourcommonhumanity.

OnUndertheRose,AlHajcombineswiththeworld-renownedguitaristOttmar
LieberttounitetheancestralIraqitraditionwithmodernflamenco,celebratingand
exploringthefamilyconnections.Liebert,whohasincorporatedhisowninnovative
ideasintothevocabularyofflamenco—bringingelectricbass,synthesizer,electron-
ics,drumkit,andmoreintothemix—provesacompellingmusicalfoiltotheancient
soundoftheoudandAlHaj’scontemporaryapproachtotheinstrument.

RAHIM ALHAJ Oud + Voice

OTTMAR LIEBERT Guitar

JON GAGAN Electric Bass Guitar + Synthesizer

BARRETT MARTIN Drumkit + Percussion

Under the Rose

The Delivery

Don’t Wait, My Love

The Seduction

Do You Know I Love You

The Coin

Chasing You

A Storm Approaches

Return to Andalusia

Spirit of Saladin

www.rahimalhaj.com
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Oud virtuoso Rahim Alhaj and world-
renowned guitarist Ottmar Liebert, with
Jon Gagan and Barrett Martin, unite
ancestral Iraqi traditions with modern
flamenco, celebrating and exploring
musical family connections, combining
the innovative with the ancient on
ten stunning original compositions.
Proceeds from the sale of the album
will benefit Direct Aid Iraq and their
work with Iraqi children.
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rahim alhaj • ottmar liebert • jon gagan • barrett martin

rahimalhaj•ottmarliebert
jongagan•barrettmartin

under the rose
All music written by
Rahim AlHaj, Ottmar Liebert,
Jon Gagan and Barrett Martin

Published by
Luna Negra Music/BMI
Rahim AlHaj Music/BMI
Wreckingball Music/BMI
and administered by
Holland Walk Muse

Recorded and mixed at
The Electric Company
in Santa Fe by Jon Gagan

Produced by Jon Gagan
Painting by Rafa Nasiri /rafanasiri.com
Design by Michael Motley
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Rahim Alhaj plays
a Farhan Hassn oud.
Oud tuning from treble
to bass: F,C,G,D,C,F
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